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LIMITED HOLDING ACTICHS 
(Southeast Asia) 


AssDKpnms 

1. Bo political solution in Laos 

2. S2AT0 Flan Fits Plus is sot carried out. 

1. Communists continue to increase scale of military supportsjand 
attacks. 

a 

OBJECTIVES 

1. Delay further expansion and advance of Communist controlled 


W. W. Rostov 


areas toward the Thai, Cambodian, and Vietnamese frontiers; maintain 
current f luditity of eilltery situation to hinder further ha rdening 
of Communist area and positions. 

2. Maintain a fluid political situation in Laos to buy tine for 
limited holding actions. Do not recognise a political division In 


3* Hake the Communists understand that the scope of our action is 
limited. 

SCOPS OF ACTICHS 

1. Timing: The limited nature of the actions suggested below 
makes it mandatory that they be started immediately if they are to 
have ary useful effect. 

2. A step by step increase in the scope and tempo of actions as 
determined in the field with no prior warning to the eneay. 

3* Actions will be limited geographically to the Mekong Valley 
and tribal operations areas in Berth Laos, and to all of South Laos. 
Also, Increase sabotage as feasible In Berth Viet-Naa. 








I, Overt operations will be Halted la method to V. S. advisors 
with Asian forces operating la Laos pins foil V. S. logistic eqpport. 


Including troop lift by 0* S. adlitary aircraft If necessary. 

$• To preserve necessary secrecy and speed of action, no responsi- 
bility to S2JLT0. 

6 . Actions will be accoayllshed by existing E. S. agencies In the 
field* Intra-area coordination of actions will be effected tgr these 
agencies and CIXCPAC. 

7* Deration of actions* at least through dry season (Kay 1962) 
with continual assessment. 


SUGGESTED KSTBQDS 


FIRST FEIOPJTT 



1* Continue 0* S.-Thai encadrement of the FAR. 

2. Reinforce FAR efforts with swaH Thai units end Vietnamese units 
with at least two 9. S. advisors attached to each unit having as their 
■lesion hit-and-run operations into Laos to prevent the Cosaonlsts 
frea solidifying their positions near the frontiers. As possible initi- 
ally each country to provide at least thirty such units. Existing units 
and programs designed fear. penetration Into Laos should be utilized! to 
the maziean. 
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3* Explore with the field the possibility of stationing approximately 

* 

one 0. S. combat battalion in Hat Ran on a rotational basis ss school 

*w- • 

troops and fer training purposes. * . i 
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U» Rotate U. S. forces initially of battalion Bleed e leme nts to 
lailand for combined SATO training or as school troops as appropi 
S- Step up the general employment of airlift for tactical troop 


including 


military 


personnel, equipment and non-combat aviation unite. 


6. Intensify and encourage action against Communist aerial resupply 

efforts to include use of U, S. advisors, introduction of special 

indigenous units in specific interdiction missions (including, if 

* 

possible, Tchepone), ground ambush, ground anti-aircraft weapons by 
U. S. advised local forces, all weapons available to local air forces 
and red eye by U. S. special unite if possible. 

7 . Keo increase to be completed as now scheduled. 

6. Use of defoliants and mines on VC access routes on Lao-Vlet 
Harness frontier and into Laos as necessary. Explore use of defoli- 
ants with Thais. 

9. Maintain current progress on CIP for Viet Ham with particular 
emphasis on the Junk Force for sea patrol and the Shallow Draft Boat 
Company for use in the Delta. 

10. Increase as feasible covert activities in Coraaunist held areas 
to include Horth Viet Ram. 


SECOND PRICRITr 


engineers 


or Seabees to Thai l a nd and Viat Ham for support and training purposes. 
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1* As soon as a p p r o ved, these progress should he vcrksd oat with 
Serit end Dies, and with Phourd as appripriate. 

2. SEiTO allies should only be infortaad generally as the progress 
enfolds. 

ASSSSSKSHT 

After co aa a nciag above actions, there should be Bcsrthly politico- 
gi l i t er y review of whether scope of ear actions ahonirf he oalstaiaed, 
altered, increased or decreased.': This review should be based on results 
of our actions and m Cess&onist reactions. 





